
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION COMMISSION 
Cit,' Cenl~r East - Suite 1200 A 

4700 MocGorkla Ave., SE 
Charloston, \'.Jest Virginia 25304 

(30,1) 558-0169 • FAX i:l04) 550-0831 
J:rnuu y 11, 2t•13 

Your rr:que;;c ~or :m ;;1d•:·sory opinion to Counsel \'i.lS r.:-ccntly rc•1i,:••,\1c<1 b·~• the Judici~I 
h1•1f!slis :.ili:m C:omrnis.,;io n. ThH f;,,1du~I ~ :;;:,.;trio gi\•iu,g ri•:f! t<: yc:ur rF.(iU<':'St is J5 follo•.vs: Prio r 

to b~comir_g M::t~i!,trci t~. •;ou ~Jt on tile uc..arc of Olr~clori. fer l h.,; C<J.m~y Erm•r~Hnry 
.4rr:bul~n,:-:: A.uthorir:.: Board members sen,e \•;itl-out rcmunerJtion. You held :)c 
particular pcsi:ion ,;,:n the Floa·d tu: ·1:t::r<:! a votine, member. The Board ov~:se-es the go:n-!n l 
::,pcr.:.iun uf . h,:: wh·d, im:l!Ji.k:, hul is nu. liruilc-:d .o, ;ippm ·:ing h ~ pmch;,;st• o f 
equipment, emerire int,:; ccn:racts, ancl Jl..itt·.,:,rizine, t he :.l.:iyir.c:nt at debt:;. Th.:: Oc,mJ ,i':,t:• 
approves t h~ iiiring ond/or terrrimJtion of employees. You want to know if you m.:iy 
keep y·cur ~c~r: on :he Beaird now· th.it vou Jrc .i r.,•J~p,i~t ru c. 

To :;ddr~i;,; 1hf! (Jllt-!'>I iou vlhich yc:u h;wf! 01i,.;~d. I nH \.ommissir.m has revit?,-.'F.d C::inon 4.A 
nf 11n~ CuiJ.,:i uf Judki.:al t:o:,duct v1hich provides: 

canon 4. A judge shall so conduct the judge's e-xtra-Judic:lal actl"vllles as tu 
minimize- the risk of conflict wi1h judicial obligations. 

A. -xlr..i-judicial adivilic:, iu ,:tl~nc·;:i. .:.. jl.d~n ~h,,11 i:oudud ;ill of i hf-l .tJdP,E:'05 
:::xtr'.:i :udk iJI Jcti·•/i'i:ies so t hJt th-.:y do not: 

(L) <.;:-is-: r(';;l;:(11abl~ dnub~ nn t~,e judee's (.;,l fHKity to Jc: impart i;:illy JS ;:i jud51:; 
(li dtHnH:-.U l h~ judd;il u ·nc~; ()' 
(:n i1t~(f,::n : ·.vith the prc,1:.,:r pc·rform,ncc of judicial dutioa!s. 



 

ti!: $,d, ;.u,'t tlP'~ <C.IU C,~ _,....,::.1:,, 
,·ice i 

The c:~d'" rs ch!W that a ju::ticfo1 dfi{~, i tioui:i not serve nn .1 soa:d it It ls llkcly tnal th1: orgJnirathn ~ii 00 invo}Nd tn i;rocc~~ ttal would ord,n, (il·; comH before, th~ judge. rm~rg;enr:,' tvlenicol TP(hrii::i"ns and o thtt en,erg<:ncy anl:M:lan,- J:2nonrl(!:I arc regularty caUc.d 1s v.1~ :n r.:rimirat -and tMI eas&i. 1m'Oht,ng lnJ:..a(i..::; to a person, Accord1nsl•t, you <1re preo ud!'!d frorr. scrv·ng on the Oo111rd of ct-e r ... 1C:EA."- Sec clso J1( Ad-.:l~ory Op!nion S/21/1-m {J Jdk.ial OC'kt.-f" prohicirr.--d f mm serving nn J Is.,• e.•urnrc~mMt ad·.-isor•t bourti th,;t participate~ !11 hirina, traln;ni ;i,1d i.:mp:jo•1hg pollc:!" office·) and prc(..;Jf"s e,qj"pm~n'; t-:chnolosv and ctaer mc:,ria1 d1rr.ct1y ffi3t\."C to law P.nf o·cP.m~nl tun:tio11~i. 

11 it, hoped ttat rhis opin·on ft.1 llf ad:!rcs:sF-s tlH! issuws: ,v"h'c:h you hJvu ralsQd. If tt-e,"e Is i.ny rvrtho?r qu::stlon n,:Jii.rdlnr.: thi~ uuttcr cl:> oot hblta:e w cont.I~ Me Cotrmiss·on. 

~ W/ tal 

Shcerct,. 

~/~-
1«.,) d £. Wltsoo, Chair;>ffsun 
Judi: \ 1I lm¢scip;al1::i '"I C01nm11sion 


